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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 80-83 and 85-92 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Contois (US Patent 5,864,868). 

Regarding Claim 80, Contois discloses an audio reproduction system comprising: 
a storage device containing a plurality of music files (Fig. 1 ), each music file including at 
least a first (Fig. 3, category) and second type (composer) of metadata that 
characterizes the music file; and a display device for displaying a user interface 
configured to present a first assemblage of the plurality of music files in a first set 
groups according to the first type of metadata associated with the music files, in 
response to a user selection of a group, wherein the second assemblage presents the 
music files in the selected group in a second set of groups according to the second type 
of metadata associated with the music files in the selected group (Fig. 3). 

Regarding Claim 81 , Contois further discloses a processor and instruction stored 
on a computer-readable medium (Fig. 1) that when executed by the processor cause 
the processor to assemble the plurality of music files into the first set of groups based 
on the first type of metadata associated with each respective file (Fig. 3, category), and 
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assemble the plurality of music files into the second set of groups based on the second 
type of metadata (composer) associated with each respective music file. 

Regarding Claim 82, Contois further discloses instructions that cause the 
processor to detect an addition of a new music file to the plurality of music files after 
assembling the plurality of music files into two or more groups, and in response to 
detection of a new music file, automatically updating the first and second set of groups 
with the new music file based on the first and second type of metadata associated with 
the new music file. 

Regarding Claim 83, 85, and 86 Contois further discloses the first or second type 
of metadata comprising artist information, composer information, and music type (Fig. 4, 
category, artist, composer). 

Regarding Claim 87, Contois further discloses a hard drive (Fig. 1 , hard drive 33) 

Regarding Claim 88, Contois further discloses a monitor (31). 

Regarding Claim 89, Contois further discloses presenting information about a 
source of audio information (Fig. 3). 

Regarding Claims 90 and 91 , Contois further discloses the user interface is 
configured to present the first and second type of metadata associated with music files 
and allows a user to sort music files based on the presented metadata (Fig. 3). 

Regarding Claim 92, Contois discloses a machine readable medium comprising 
instructions that, when executed by a processor, cause the processor to: provide a user 
interface for navigating a plurality of music files stored on a storage device, each music 
file associated with at least a first and second type of metadata (Fig. 3, category, 
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composer); present within the user interface a first assemblage of a plurality of music 
files in a first set of groups according the first type of metadata associated with the 
plurality of music files (Fig. 3); and in response to a user selection of a group in the first 
set of groups (category), present within the user interface a second assemblage of the 
music files of the selected group in a second set of groups according to a second type 
of metadata associated with the music files of the selected group (composer). 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 82 and 93-104 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Contois as applied in view of Katz et al. (Hereinafter "Katz") (US Patent 6,356,971). 

Regarding Claims 82 and 93, Contois discloses a device as stated apropos of 
claims 81 and 93 respectively above but does not disclose detecting an addition of a 
new music file to the plurality of music files after the plurality of music files have been 
assembled into the first and second sets of groups, and in response to detection of a 
new music file, automatically updating the first and second set of groups with the new 
music file based on first and second type of metadata associated with the new music 
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file. Katz discloses a system for managing multimedia files including adding a file to a 
collection (Col. 8, lines 19-30). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include detection and updating of 
groups in order to provide means for adding additional music files to the list of available. 

Regarding Claim 94, Contois discloses an audio reproduction system comprising: 
a sound reproduction device; a mass storage device (Fig. 1, hard drive 33) configured 
to store a plurality of music files each including at least a first and second type of 
metadata characterizing the respective music file (Fig. 3, category and composer); a 
computer configured to interface with the sound reproduction device and a network (Fig. 
1 ), the computer comprising: a processor (cpu 32); instructions stored on a computer- 
readable media that when executed, cause the processor to: assemble the plurality of 
music files into a first set of groups based on the first metadata associated with each 
respective music file (Fig. 3, category and composer); assemble the plurality of music 
files into a second set of groups (composer) based on the second metadata associated 
with each respective music file. Contois does not disclose detecting an addition of a 
new music file to the plurality of music files after the plurality of music files have been 
assembled into the first and second sets of groups, and in response to detection of a 
new music file, automatically updating the first and second set of groups with the new 
music file based on first and second type of metadata associated with the new music 
file. Katz discloses a system for managing multimedia files including adding a file to a 
collection (Col. 8, lines 19-30). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
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skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include detection and updating of 
groups in order to provide means for adding additional music files to the list of available. 

Regarding Claims 95 and 96, Contois further discloses a storage device within a 
computer (Hard drive storage 33, Fig. 1 ). It is well known in the art that mass storage 
may also be located externally to the computer. 

Regarding Claim 97, it is well known in the art the audio systems can comprise 
radio tuners in order to provide a selection of audio material. 

Regarding Claim 98, it is inherent that there will be circuitry to convert the music 
file to audible sound in order to produce an audible output 

Regarding Claims 99 and 100, Katz further discloses use of a network (Col. 2 
liens 12-33). 

Regarding Claim 101, Contois further discloses metadata comprising artist, 
composer, and type of music (Fig. 3). 

Regarding Claim 102, Contois discloses a machine readable medium associated 
with a sound reproduction system comprising a mass storage device containing a 
plurality of music files each having a first and second type of metadata, the computer 
readable medium comprising instructions that, when executed by a processor, cause 
the processor to: assemble the plurality of music files into a first set of groups based on 
the first type of metadata associated with each respective music file (Fig. 3, category); 
assemble the plurality of music files into a second set groups based on the second type 
of metadata associated with each respective music file (composer). Contois does not 
disclose detecting an addition of a new music file to the plurality of music files after the 



Application/Control Number: 09/689,337 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2644 

plurality of music files have been assembled into the first and second sets of groups, 
and in response to detection of a new music file, automatically updating the first and 
second set of groups with the new music file based on first and second type of 
metadata associated with the new music file. Katz discloses a system for managing 
multimedia files including adding a file to a collection (Col. 8, lines 19-30). Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to include detection and updating of groups in order to provide means for adding 
additional music files to the list of available. 

Regarding Claim 103, Contois discloses a networked audio reproduction system 
comprising: a sound reproduction device; a storage device (Fig. 1 , storage 33) 
configured to store a plurality of music files each including metadata characterizing the 
respective music file (Fig. 3, category and composer); a computer configured to 
interface with the sound reproduction device (Fig. 1), the computer comprising: a 
processor (cpu 32); a display (31); instructions stored on a computer-readable media 
that when executed, cause the processor to: assemble the plurality of music files into a 
set of groups based on the metadata characterizing the music files (Fig. 3, category); 
present on the display a user interface that comprises a window having a first region for 
displaying information about available media sources, a second region for displaying 
information about the assembled groups of music files (composer); receive media files 
from the network; and transmit media files to the mass storage device. Contois does 
not disclose the audio device networked. However, it is notoriously well known in the 
art that computers can be connected to a network to transfer and receive files from a 
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remote location. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made for the computer to be connected to a network in 
order to easily transfer files. 

Regarding Claim 104, Contois further discloses the mass storage device location 
within the computer (Fig. 1, storage 33). 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Prochl et al. (US Patent 6,1 18,450), Dwek (US Patent 6,248,946), and Stead (US 
Patent 6,380,947) discloses methods and apparatuses for displaying audio information. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin Michalski whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7524. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on (571)272-7848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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